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ING to the turbulence of the times, 
the Author thinks it neceſſary to pre- 1 
3 that his work has nothing to do with _ 
French Revolutions, nor Britiſh Polities. 


His Preface, probabl y,* may abound with | 8 5 1 
 Welſhiſins : che Learned Reader, therefore, | | 


is humbly requeſted, not to be too ede yo ro 
in cenſuring the ſtyle of 2 éWelmm n 
Plies Wilds of Merion 


ot 


takes upon . Subj ject 10 1 ip 
obſerve that the work treats 1 the: Coming < „ 


. 2 the orld, the Rec emption and Sanctiß- 5 . | 5 


cation of m mankind, -and he can beaiv longer n 
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PREFACE. . 


x ny ay" Wh Lo; theſe ate parts of hid ways; "=, 
but how little a portion is heard of Him? 
but the Thunder of his Power who can 
underſtand —— Tho” men and angels can 
not return edu praiſes to Him, ** whoſe 
Glory fill'd Heaven with amazement at his 
Love to man ” ; yet it is the duty of a Chriſt» | 
lan to expreſs his gratitude to his Redeemer 
for unſpeakable and —— Favors. 


6 | Should it be aſked, . induce ; 
any one to compoſe a work of ſuch magnitude, 

at ſo late a period, in the Welſh Language ? 
And to what nd — Before he anſwers theſe 
Aaiueſtions, the Author begs leave to divide his 


Readers into three different Claſſes; The 
flirſt ſhall conſiſt of thoſe whoſe Taſte is ſo 
_ exquiſite and juſt as to be capable of reliſhing 
| the: beauties of poetry, without enquiring by 
whom, or in what Century, ſuch a work was 
. compoſed, The ſecond, of thoſe who admire 
nothing but what Antiquity has conſecrated. 
FTbe third, and the moſt numerous Claſs, 
mal de tne great and the little Vulgar, who 
e regard all poetry, both ancient and modern. 
„ 228 the moſt Javelin e 


Ns "The firſt Claſs, tho* very few in lids 
5 1 being as . 5 ſhall 


* R * F. 1 0. E. „ . 7 
fiſt ſpoken to. Having nothing but the 
Truth to declare, it ſhall. be done in few _ 
words. In youthful Years I ſecretly concei- 
ved a ſtrong Inclination to 'compoſe-a Sacred 
poem. The Creation of the World and the 
Redemption of Mankind filled my Soul with 
aſtoniſhment. Truſting i in the Almighty for 
aſſiſtance, 1 reſolved: to write upon thoſe molt 
wonderful Subjects. Being but a mere at | 
and having no Inſtructor to direct my dae, 
and but very few Books to read beſides my 
Bible, it is eaſy to conceive that 1had.no - 
other requiſites for ſo great an undertaking, | 
but a very ſtrong inclination. Provideatially- 

I was ſent to a School where I found a choice _ 
Collection of Books. che Maſter, though 
a very wotthy and a very learned Man, being 
grown old and corpulent, had loſt the vivaci- 8 N 
ty requiſite to engage the wandering attention es 
of youth. There I. amuſed myſelf, for be. 5 
moſt part of my time, in reading Engliſh” 
Authors, the Suhjects being Hiſtory, Divini- 
ty, and Mathematics ; z yet: Kill meditating 
upon my own favorite Subject. Regardleſs 
of every thing but Poetry,” I found myſelf at 
laſt without houſe without home, friendleſs | 
and penny leſs; and what. was ſtill moe 
unfortunate, 1 had not been brought up to 5 $08 
IT a e or N whatever. 1 5 Ce = AT” 
To The „ 


we ; 


ne On PREFACE. 


: The difficulties which I Arugeled with often- 
kimes diſtracted me. However, I ſtill perſe- . 
vered, as well as health and leiſure would 
permit, of both 'which I enjoyed but a very 
tall portion. From the great I could expect 
| hb patronage, no encouragement whatever. 
The treatment which I met with amongſt the 
dregs of mankind might have driven many a 
one to deſperation. But the revilings of the 
web, which I always regarded with ſilent 
. contempt, tauglit me patience and meek neſs 
Amoſt above human. My Papers were often 
aid afide till a more favorable opportunity 
might offer itſelf; if, haply, indulgent 
Heaven would ever grant ſuch times. But 
my thoughts were reſtleſs; therefore the work 
as again reſumed, till at laſt it was brought 
d its prefent form. From this ſhort and true 
Account of myſelf it plainly appears, that my 
| mor ive to write was a very ſtrong impreſſion 
made upon my mind very early in life, which 
would not ſufter my thoughts to reſt, and 
which T regarded as a call from Heaven. My 
rund in publiſhing is to put a ſtop, as far as 
my weak but ſincere endeavors poſſibly ean, 
did the tortents of profaneneſs and obſcenity 
ch are ready to ovetwhelm the Land. Be 
the conſequence what it will, the beten, 
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11 is Wetter of aſtoniſhment, that fnce the 


PREFACE IR = 


revival of Learning and the glorious Reform- ; 


ation, yet no Chriſtian Heroſe Poem, juſtly x . 
ſo called, has made its appearance in any 


Language whatever. Tne greateſt i merit the 
preſent publication can; lay claim to, is that 


of being the firſt attempt of this kind: no 
other merit can reaſonaby be expected in tze 
production of one that, laboured under every 
imsginable diſadyantage. for ſo arduous. an 
undertaking. No celebrated work of genius 

can ever be expected to appear. in the Welſh, 1 
Language. Should a Genius ariſe; amongſt. 

"the higher, or the middle order of the Com- 
munity, ſuch a one will hardly condeſcend 

to write in a Language where neither praiſe | 


8 — 
Y 
7 


nor profit can he expeRed ; but on the con». 


elſh Language 3 ; the reaſon is a very 


thoughts of any riſing Genius with hops 5 


performing that Which, 
evident ee 00 aue can r. 


6. 


> os , * * 


ttary, oppreſſion, contempt, and ridicule: 
if amongſt the offschuring of all things, the 
very dregs of mankind, then, indeed, all 

his efforts muſt prove. irregular, and: wand; 
Should. the. reaſon be required, 
Author, contrary to his own practice, 40. 85 
e all future attempts of this Kind in 


: 1080 one? he doth not wiſh to inſtame the | 
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5 gs to F nations. ; aL as a great 


EI N Poet has juſtly obſerved ; e it is 
. almoſt 'as hard a thing to be a Poet i in 


fo Clicaticits: bee 


deſpight of Fortune, as it is in deſpight of h 
Nature. Had the late Gronwy Owen's 
en equal to his Learning 


and his Genius, the Welſh might have boaſt- 
ed of a Poem of ſuperior excellence in their 


own native Language. Owing to the pleaſure | 


| Which I received in the peruſal of his poetical 
Works, I think myſelf. obliged, to make an 


| honourable mention of Peer fect dne ol 
e e,, NY 


8 5 „Or the: en aa” BE ( Wales 3 ; 
during two or three Centuries paſt, : the late 
Rev. W. Wynne was: the. only one whoſe 


> Station and Circumſtances were favorable for 


the cultivation of Poetry... Had he, enjoying 
ſo many ſuperior advantages, undertaken my 
Subject, how. had it bleſt © Os: _ 
| e we „ any ng „ 


e the Eoslib, a ict” and 2 


. Jane Haan, 2 we of a MN rich 


264 * 27, 13 e * 1 „„ 
1 1 The Rev. Mr, Williams bf Lanrwt, 1181 is as e 

| 'micative as he is ingenious, has a very curious Collection of 
Letters which paſt between. the late Rev. Gronwy Owen and 


dis Friends. Thoſe who have any regard for the Welſh Lan- 


-*__ _ © guage, would be glad, no doubt, to ſee thoſe Letters in print, - 


oe f 


* T . * 


PERFACE, ab 
may ariſe, and ſuch. a work as J have attempt, 
ed may be produced. In the higher kinds of, 
ban the Engliſh have given alen, 


_ proofs of genius. Wno can read the Paradiſe 


Lok; or the Night Thoughts, without 


| forming great and generous! thoughts of. [the 
dignity: of human Nature? The Author:doth; 
not ſet up for a Prophet: but, without the: 
ſpirit of prophecy, one may poſitively affirm, 
that no work of extraordinary metit will ever 


appear in any Language or . bat where 


e e g n e Ib 


The great tical Legillator: 3 decided, 
| matters between Poets and: Critics with great | 
juſtice and candor. Of Poetry he ſays; 
Animis natum inventumque poema juvandis, 
Si paulum a ſummo deceſſit, vergit ad imum. 
And moſt certainly whatever in the main doth 
not anſwer the above equitable deciſion, muſt 1 
inevitably fall into contempt. and oblivion, 
On the other hand let the Critics hear with 5 
reverence what the ſame great Author ſays 3 
Sunt delicta tamen, quibus in velimus ; 1 
. Namen neque chorda, & ñ 1 
A four croſs-grain'd. Critics who. will make 75 
no allowances for defects and inaccuracies, __ 
which are inſeparable from poor human 5 
. Won eee to read nothing 
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| f but his own ede 2 ſufficient a 
ohh, in all cohſcience,. for his Mesar e 


& 1 + 0 e Ts . 1 


; 
wink: to the 0 at the heathen: . 
: Poets, Paganiſm, in ſome degree, ſtill main- 

tiins its ground all over Chriſtendom. It is 


| 0 reaſonably to think that Chriſtianity, at laſt, 


muſt be completely victorious over Paganiſm. ü 
But that can never be 'the caſe till the heathen 
deities ſhall be entirely baniſhed from Chriſti- 
an Poetry. But concerning this matter a . 
4 ert greater man ſhall ſpeak for mm. 
When I conſider how many bricht and | 
« magnificent ſubjects the Holy Seripture ; 
ps, affords and proffers, as it were, to poeſy, 
in the wiſe managing and illuſtrating where- 
© of the glory of God: Almighty might be 
joined with the fingular utility and nobleſt 


ell, delight of mankind, it is not without grief 


and indignation that 1 behold that divine 
Science employing. all ber inexhauſtible 

© riches of wit and eloquence either in the 
e wicked and beggarly flattery of great per- 
£7. 0 ſons, ot the unmanly idolizing of fooliſh 
women, or the wretched” affectation of 
* ſeurril laughter, or at beſt on the eonfuſed 


„ antiquated. dreams of ſenſeleſs fables and 


35 metamorphoſes. Amongſt all hol and 
yo 66 e n e the devil ever r ſtole 


. 
ve . 1 
. 1 
9 5 
* 


4 ty, it will fare no ot 


. PREFACE EP” a 
* and. n from the ſervice of the Deity, 


«6 as altars, temples, facr ifices, prayers, and 


« the like, there is none that he ſo univerſally . 
a and ſo long uſurped as poetry. It is time | 
to tecoyer it out of the tyrant's hands, 


0 and to reſtore it to the Kingdom of God, 
40 who i is. the father of 1 It. is {ti 


40 not without ſome carnal reluctances appre- 
40 hend the bonds and fetters of it, but find it 
40 afterwards to be the trueſt and greateſt ] liber- 
er iſe with: this art, 

, after the regeneration of it; it will meet 
00 with wonderful variety of new, more beau- 


* 


« tiful and more delightful objeas ; 3 neither 
40 will it want room, by being confined * 


me to bap- 
1 6 tize it 1 in Jordan, for. it will. never become 
t clean by bathing, in the water of Damaſcus. 
” «6 i > here wants, methinks, but the converſion 
« of that, aud the Jews, for the accompliſn- 
« ment of the kingdom of Chriſt, And as 
0 men, before their receiving of the faith, do 


- 


14 heavens. There is not ſo great a lie to be 


<< found, in any poet, as the vulgar. conceit of 
« men that lying is eſſential to good poetry. 


C Were there never ſo wholeſome. nouriſh- 2 


« ment to be had {but alas ¶ it breeds nothing 


« love and fables, yet, methinks, the unal- 
5 e dane of the diet ſhould make 


. . ö 


© but diſeaſes) out of theſe boaſted feaſts of 


tri [7 - NEA e. 1 
; £6 us riauſcat 
„ ſerve up any new diſh of that kind; they 


4. at all wonder that the old poets made ſome 


Vol the ſell was not then wrought out with 


. Beſides, though thoſe mad ſtories of the 
. culous, yet they were then the whole body 


7 TY (or At 


and ſerved to 700 | 
de gar, (as pitiful things as they are) in 


> 


4 certain rewards and un avoidable puni iſh- 
44 ments. There was no other relipio! 
4. therefore that was better than none at all: 
but to us who have no need of them, to us 


2 their worthy Ticeelſors the or goo errant. | 


8 RT. 
*. 


WM” 


4 it 3 for it i is almoſt impollble to 


«© are all but the cold meats of the Ancients 
dar new heated, and new ſet forth. 1 do not 


de ich erbps out of theſe grounds; the heart 


4. continual tillage: but what can we ex 
e now, b come a- gleaning not after the 
4e firſt reapers, but after the very beggars ? 


«ods and heroes ſeem in themſelves fo ridi- 


er chaos) of the theology of thoſe 
times: they were believed by all but a few 
"RE! philoſophers, - and perhaps ſome. Athieſts, 
purpoſe among the vul- 


* ſtrengthening the authority of law with the 
-<© terrors of conſcience, and expeRation of 


n An d 5 
ee 


e ho deride their” folly, : and are wearied with 
*« their impertinences, they ought to appear 
«no better arguments for verſe than thoſe. of 


ng 2 AF 10 2 A. LAN 3 3 ; V4 * 13-3 0 4 "6 © What 
1 * 


PREFACE: 


zi What.onn- we imagine more proper for ih 5 


* ornaments of wit or learning in the ſtory;of 
Deucalion than in that of Noah ? hy will 


not the actions of Samſon afford asi plenti⸗ 
ful matter as the labours of Hercules ? why. 


te js not Jephtha's daughter as good a woman 7 
« As nme ? and the friendſhip of David 
ore worthy celebration than 

60 xhavof- Thefeus and Perithous? Does not! 


<< the. paſſage. of Moſes and the Iſraelites 
<« into the Holy Land yield incomparably 
more poetical variety than the voyages of 
Ulyſſes or Aneas ? are the obſolete thread- 


© bare tales of "Thebes and Troy half ſo ſtored | 
e with great, heroica}, and ſupernatural acti- 


i ons (ſince verſe will needs find or make 
e ſuch) as the wars of Joſhua, of the Judges, 


ce of David, and divers others? Can all the 


ec transformations of the gods give ſuch copi - 


< ous hints to flouriſh and expatiate on; as the 


<6 true: miracles of Chriſt, or of his prophets 5 


and apoſtles? What do I inſtance in theſe = 
&« fewy particulars? all the books of the Bible 


axe either already moſt admirable and exalt- | 
6 ed pieces of poeſy, or are the ane, 
a 1 = = world Sante”: — 85 FED 4 95 SOFA; ©. ; ** a 


7 you 3 he: Seni of the great 1 
Abraham Conley; the juſtneſs of which, in 
„% rms 


a PREFICE 


Fe . be controverted. The 
- 20 Neader may confult- the” judieious Rollin's 
moſt excellent Diſſertation upon Poetry in his 

Belles Lettres“ His reaſoning ſtrikes my 
mind with All the force and clearnels of a 
Ns Ne r Dem nne een ee e 


1 A 4 Fo * 5 tot po ty 928 
KY 4 "FL LIST 2 1. 4 * 5 91. i Se 


s The late learned Dr. eee in Hit 
BGR od Man's Redemption, has proved, to 
re higheſt degree of probability, that human 

nature will be reſtored to its original State of 
Perfection before the final Diſſolution of the 
World. When thoſe bleſſed times will come, 
then ſhall the Mind, - through/all her powers, 
be ſtrengthened and irradiated, ſo as to be 
| capable of bearing greater and clearer degrees 
of divine maniteſtations. When mankind 
ſhall be reſtored to their primitive perfection, 
or make neer advancements towards it, (for 
| the World, beyond all doubt, is in a tate of 
gradual improvements} then ſhall their celeſti- 
al, Viſitants hear with raviſhment the praiſes 
of Redeeming Love. Having produced ſuch 
gteat Authorities in favor of the argument in 
hand, it is altogether r Waun, | 
WE: ng, farther upon: the HUI: ey or wt 


_ 
i Ys 
. 


2 Find £955) 14 4 1 
: — 1 by A kN : 3 
— "hs => : * Fe. N 8 8 
Is 94 ne * g mY 
1 ys I > . 8 3 "EX — Du nd 4 
12 OS 4  - rt e n 2 22 0 
a * — PIER 
” o 


— — ——ä—m—u — = * 
* y 


0 : ETA IE Ex ov 
Ne DE a> wt, da! ods 2:4 s 
— — — — — 


* * "Ik - 
bu 


ID 2 1 


"We 
"4 
Fi 
2 
8 
= 
<0 
g + 
1 
1 
1 
= 
*- 
. 
+ 3 2 
= 
TH 
-- 4M 
2 
N 
i 
* 
3 1 
ov 
+ 
5 
7 
133 
„ 
by 
5 
7 x 
*. 
BE 
* : 
* 
by ®. 
©. 
5 
4 
RS; 
5 
reins 
a - 
+ 
25 
N 
| 42 
1 2 
Wh i? = 
5 . 
Ws 7 
75 
* 


7 
r 
I 
$Y 
$7 
wat 
1 
$ 7 
* 
3 
1 
2 * 
2 
* 


N 


. : 
AC "13 45 * q 18 p 3 
Ba NE da SOIC or, IL : 
- 8 81 


1 may FR of Gin" Lebic to obviate- the | 
. | —_—_ which may be made 


BY 


{ 
1 
a 
1 

+ 
ſ 
1 
: 


— * 


3 2 
, <0” at At 
9 A 


} 
q * 
3 2 
By 
e 
„ * 
We 
* 0 * 
n 
* 
1 
p 3 
* £4 
X IX 
fs > 0 
pg ee WO 
D 
up * ab; 
io _ 
8 
n 
. 
en 
8 
7 4 
1 2 
4 * 
2 4 + "3. 
* i 
s , 
* * 1 
fi 
Wh ip + od 
* Xx 
N oy 
LS. EE 
j r 
* þ * 
GORE ol 


PREFACE ns 


to \the-wotk now preſented to the Public. 
e firſt objection, probably, will be, chat 
a e is OFT This idle objection is 
eaſily anſwered; for the Reader will have it 
in his on power to make the work as ſhort 
as he pleaſes. Another objection will be, 
that, conſidering the declining ſtate of the 
Welſh Language, the work will never be 
ead. To this we anſwer; Such have been 


the prediQivns of the'Sons of apathy" and of 
indolence for Centuries paſt concerning the 


Welſh Language: but in fact they proved to 
be falſe prophets: The ſame, in all probabi- 
lity, will be the fate of their worthy deſcend- 
ants of the preſent age. But the moſt ma terial 
objection that can be ſtarted; is, that the 
Action of an Heroic Poem ſhould hot only he 

a great; but alſo a ſingle Action : but the 
compaſs of time taken up in this work malls 
the unity of the Action impoſſible;--- To this 
I anſwer, that the immenſity of the Plan 
doth not deſtroy! the unity of the Action as 
will plainly appear from a ſhort view of the 


whole Subjed. Our firſt Parents, through | 
the guileful'artifice of Satan, having tranſgreſ- 
ſed the ſole Con 
„they and their poſterity became ſubject to 
: Deathz both temporal and eternal. The ſe- 


4. 


nd of the Almighty; both 


ond Perlen in en bleſſed n under- 
| F 3 took 


ke. man A © r: 


took to pirfiche Ranſom, and to reſtore man · 
| kind into favor with God. At the expulſion 
of our unhappy Parents from / Paradiſe, - to 
Cheer their drooping ſpirits, a nierciful Promiſe 
| was made unto them; that the Seed of tke 
Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's bead. 
The depravity incuried by the fall, and the 
daily tranſgreſſions of wankind, darkened 
their underſtanding, and alienated their affect- 
ions from God. In courſe of time all the 
nhabitants of the World ſunk into the moſt 
ſhameful Idolatry. In this ſtate of things, 
when the affairs of mankind ſeemed altogether 
deſperate, the Almighty called forth one Man 
cout of his Country and from his | kindred, 
He obeyed ; and from the nceforth became the 
Friend of God, and the Father of the Faith- 
ful. A communication was opened between 
Heaven and Earth. The original Promlſe 
made to Adam, the Almighty trenewed and 
confirmed by Oath to Abraham. His Poſte- 
rity, which grew wonderfully numerous and 
powerful, became the peculiar care of Heaven. 
A mongſt them areſe holy men, who, as they 
were moved by the Spirit of God, foretold 
tte Coming of the Meffiah, the promiſed 
Seed. / Several of the moſt renowned Perſon- 
ages amongſt the Iſraelites were in fome ſenſe 
er 1 288 eminent 1 a; do” 1 and 
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PREFACE. „ 


glorious Perſonage prophet bf. As the 


time of his appear ance approached, the Pro- 


phecies concerning bim grew more clear and 


expreſs. th The very Vear in which he was to 


be ſacrificed for the Sins of the World was 


.cleatly pointed out. About the time of his 


birth an univerſal. expeRation had overſpread A 


the World concerning a mighty King to be 


| born, who would ſubject all nations under 


his Government; which cauſed great com- 
mations amongſt the Roman Senators. At 
the appointed time the Meffiab, the Defire* - 
of all nations, "appeared. | Whatever ſeemed 
inconſiſtent or contradictory i in the Prophecies 


concerning him, were evidently fulfilled in 


his Birth, Life, Pesth, ReſurreRiic 


| ng and 
Aſcenſion... 1 K. ſhort time before bis Paſſion, 
our Saviour foretold the Deſttuction .of 


Jeruſalem, the Diſperſion of the Jews, . 
the wonderful Succeſs of his Doctiine. 
Though to all human wiſdom thoſe. amen ; 
able Events ſee | et 


ourſelves, even the whole V World, are 
e truth of them. Dy Tbe awful oo 


draws n near, which our Saviour ſo ſol mn 
 deſeribed,. when he who groaned on Calvary 


ſhall retur n with inconceiyable power and glo- 
ry to judge the World. Then ae Vie or 
by een, over r his Enemies; 3 an 
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+ Na wer too harſh Wee the Jewiſh hb 


the ſacred Order of Prie 
tained the greateſt Reſpat To uſe a ftrong 
expreſſion of a great Writer of the preſent 


duty conſeientiouſi 7 i 
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RE PREFACE. : 
will he 1 infinite Rewards; upon his 


Friends. From this very faint Sketch of the 
great Plan of our Redemption, "xt plainly | 


appears, that, through all the various Diſ- 


penſations of Providence, one and the ſame 


great End is till kept in view by the all- ſee- 


ing Eye of Heayen. 80 much for the 17 77810 
of the Action. N e e 


or the Epiſodes in this | it may, be 


3 5 obſerved, that they do not only run parallel | 
a to the main Action of the Poem, but are alſo 


neceſſary and indiſpenſible parts of the work 
itſelf. For inſtance; Abraham offering his 


Sen Iſaxe; Le, ſold Kath his Mets, bre. 


in ancient times, or concerning the Clergy 


. of the preſent age; 1 may truly fay that 1 
bear no malice nor hatred towards either 
of them: but I can not think "of many of 


them without grief aud indignation. For 
Hobd I always enter- 8 


age ;—A Pariſh Pri 


. > diſcharges bis 
the * moſt «44.599 


the judgment, of my Sup 


% 


PREFACE. xi" 
Should this work ſurvive its 1 which” 


is indeed but barely probable; but ſhould it be 
its fate to be handed down to poſterity, then 


it will be an inſtance to prove what appliea 
tion and perſeverance can do; it will be a 
monument of an ancient Briton 's Iove to his 
Country, and of a Ca: $ erred to) 
his Le and Maſter, 2 


ati wed 1 05 015 15 15 + 
'Ta ANT the, firſt 5 of this Preface :. 
whatever hath been ſaid I humbly ſubmit: to 


ö for 8. The COT ſci- 
ouſneſs of my upright honeſt intentions inſpi- 
red me with confidence in declaring my 


undilguiſed Sentiments: at the ſame time, 
my manifold failings, both en and a 


: res, TL me to ene 1 earns 


iy — hs 5s + - 2 


1 am now to . to, > Gentlemen of an 
antiquarian taſte in poetry. To all ſuch my 
poor production will appear very fordle rude | 


languid, when compared. with the ftrongivigor-' 


ous Lines of the Ancients. It has been the 
cuſtom of all ages to praiſe the Ancients and 
depreciate t he Moderns. Though the Poets 
of the Auguſtan Age were the greateſt Geniu- 
ſes,” perhaps; that ever lived, and though 
they were favoured with imperial patronage, 


N even Me - 0a Ee times e N 
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were ale with veneration,.. and the Mo- 
derns:with contempt. Tranſlations of ancient 
Greek Authors were loudly. called for. In 
anſwer to the clamorous requeſts of his 
Countrymen, the ſupreme dictator of Taſte, 
in his nick to abe n has Jolly 
obſerved; | 

Quod ſi tam \ Grails novices Mal dee, 776 
Quam nobis ;—quid nunc eſſet vetus? 
Inſtead of enlarging upon the com parative 

| merits of ancient and modern Poets, I refer 
my Reader. to the forementioned Maſter-piece 
of Senſe and of Taſte, PW org ot, 2 


* . 
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The nal „ Publications. of an- 
cient Welſh,,Poetry are the late learned Mr. 
Evans's Specimens and Mr. Rice Jones“ s 
Collection. Amongſt theſe it muſt be ac- 
_ | knowledged there are ſome curious pieces. It 
muſt be very difficult to judge of the original 


merit of any Compoſition repeatedly mutilated 


by cateleſs or ignorant Tranſcribers. Of the 
Poems lately publiſhed under the name of 
Dafydd. 'Gwilym, 1 muſt confeſs that my 
ae is the ſame as that of the Publie. 
Far be it from me to reflect im the leaſt upon 
| the taſte of the Honourable Society of Gwyn- 
eddigion. They intended, no doubt, to teſeue 
the Works: of a celebrated Bardi in his time 
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lated | 


$ the 
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vyn- 
eſcue 


time 


from 


are written with uncommon. Spirit ar 


75 at a Joſs: what to ſay than at preſent. Viewing | 


ie, ͤ 
from total obliv ion. But though the pas 
is not likely to anſwer.their good. Intentions, 
25 of the Snowdonian Bard, 24 
ganes: We done honor to the Society. "i 17 


on x am to addreſs myſelf to the 8 


"= the alt Claſs, | | "The 8 Poets, When 


„1 91 Tl 


the attention of the Reader, ped ibvoked 


the Mukes j in Various , of thgr works r 


'T > T7 Wn. 2 1 4 


„ 


Were iy even, the eaſt probability 'of * 


1 


exiſtence of ſuch 18575 Goddeſles, q would | 


Oil 


myſelf moſt earneſtly im im plore their hae: at 
this-critical moment, I never; felt myſelfe more 


a motley. wultitude, ſome in rufffes and others 
in rags ng tinning contempt; at me, no wen- 
der that I feel myſelf eon founded. Thus 
they. argue ;z 4 here is the tee, 

What,,is:to be got by it . Posts are the 
damneſt fools in the World: they are always 
Por. Inſtesd of makinglany reply -to/ fich 
Animals, T will coneludę this: Prefate with 


acknowledging my obligations to my Friends. 
---In the firſt place, my very good Friend, 3 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Jones of North- : „ 


amptonſhire, deſetves my ſinceteſt thanks. 
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Had not my grief and anxiety been often 


alleviated by the ſweetnefs "ff 190 pee 
and By well applied Paſſages of Seripture, / I 


Mad fainted under the weight of ſo grent an 
_ Undertaking; and entirely relinquiſhed my 
Plan. Seyeral parts of this work you have 


Teen i in M S: which met with your appro- 
bation, - T with the whole may be worthy of 
our peruſal. i For or 'your indefatigable appli- 


ER, 


cation in trandlating and publiſhing good 


15 Books 0 Fo 1 8 our poor illiterate pA 


148 $ 


Hp ind ; a i better World, 


755 82. 12 Ts 2 *F its E& dg * 1 


Poetry y be een but cannot TY 
-publiſhed, without money. I gratefully ac 


knowledge my obligations te Mr. Thomas 


Jones of Dolpelley for ſopplying me, teadily 
And cheerfully; with what was: nebeffüry for 
that purpoſe. May the Hleſfing of ron 


attend mare bis family, and his Friends. 
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